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	The Chinese in America, with a population of 2,432,585 (2,865,232 including part Chinese) in the 2000 census, is the largest Asian ethnic group in America and historically one of the oldest Asian American communities. Its development has been greatly affected by U.S. immigration policies and its evolution may be considered as having occurred in five stages as follows:
	1.  Early Arrivals: 1785-1848
	2.  Unrestricted immigration: 1848-1882
	3.  Exclusion: 1882-1943
	4.  Restricted immigration: 1943-1965
	5.  Immigration on equal basis: 1965-present

Early Arrivals: 1785-1848
	Trade relations between China and the United States date back to the early years of this country. In 1784, one year after the end of the Revolutionary War, New York merchants sent the ship Empress of China to Guangzhou (Canton) to stake out a claim to a share of the lucrative China trade. A year afterward came the first recorded instance of Chinese arriving on the East Coast--three crewmen serving on the Pallas, a China trade vessel from Canton that dropped anchor at Baltimore.  
	During the next half-century, Chinese crewmen on China trade vessels continued to step ashore for brief periods on the East and West Coasts of North America. Others came as students, merchants, servants, circus performers, etc. But up to the mid-nineteenth century the number of Chinese entering the continental United States totaled less than half a hundred. A few settled in this country. Two of these were the original Siamese twins, Eng and Sang, who were born of a Chinese father and a Chinese-Malay mother in what is now Thailand. They adopted the name Bunker and eventually settled in North Carolina during the 1840s.
	The China trade also brought Chinese settlers to Hawaii. Thirty to forty Chinese were already living in Honolulu by the late 1820s. Many were merchants. Some enterprising Chinese installed small mills to become the chief suppliers of sugar to islanders before the "Big Five" arose to dominate the industry. The Chinese population in Hawaii increased to about 350 by the mid-nineteenth century. Most were male. Some took Hawaiian wives and their Hawaiian Chinese descendants are still living in Hawaii today.    

Unrestricted Immigration: 1848-1882
	Beginning with the Gold Rush of 1849 large numbers of Chinese began to arrive on the West Coast.  The Chinese population in California jumped from approximately fifty to more than 25,000 by 1852. From California Chinese miners migrated to other gold mining areas in Nevada, southwest Oregon, British Columbia, upper Columbia River, southwest Idaho, and northeastern Oregon, Montana, Colorado, South Dakota, and Arizona as new gold strikes occurred. These movements constituted the initial wave of Chinese migration all over the American West.
	Even as the gold fever was subsiding in California, the state turned to developing its economy.  Chinese immigration continued and by 1880 Chinese numbered more than 100,000 in the continental United States with seven out of ten living in California. They were used principally as unskilled laborers. Chinese were approximately a tenth of California's population, but since almost all were able-bodied males, they comprised up to 25 percent of the physical labor force.  
	Chinese comprised the bulk of the labor force used to build the Central Pacific, Southern Pacific and Northern Pacific transcontinental railroads. After completion of railroad construction many discharged Chinese laborers settled in towns along the routes. This constituted the second wave of Chinese migration in western United States. 
	Other sectors of the California economy also used Chinese laborers extensively. They reclaimed marshlands in the Sacramento-San Joaquin River delta and constructed roads, rock walls, water flumes, and water reservoirs in many localities in northern and central California. Chinese workers worked borax deposits in California, Oregon, and Nevada, while in Lake County, California they also mined quicksilver.  They also were hired as coal miners in Wyoming and Washington.  	
	Chinese became a major factor enabling the success of California agriculture. Their horticultural skills enabled crops such as sugar beets and celery to become commercially successful. Many became expert fruit packers. In Sebastopol and in Watsonville they bought apple crops for drying. They were also tenant farmers and truck gardeners. Wineries in Napa County used Chinese workers in their vineyards and also hired them to excavate limestone caves used to store wine. Some even become wine tasters. In Fresno county Chinese harvested grapes for the raisin industry. Some Western ranchers used Chinese shepherds; a few Chinese even became cowboys. 
	Chinese developed the shrimp fishery in the San Francisco Bay Area and also expanded their operations to Louisiana. They also introduced Californians to the use of the abalone as food. Their ocean going junks built in California sailed all along the coast from northern California to Baja California to search for the delectable shellfish. Initially, they dried the meat for sale in Asia and sold the shells to white Americans for ornamentation.  
	Labor in salmon canneries in the Pacific Northwest and later Alaska were all Chinese. They also comprised the majority of workers in San Francisco Bay Area light industries, such as woolen mills, shoe and boots, slippers, cigar making, and garment making.  Other Chinese became domestics or laundrymen, occupations which in later years became the stereotyped occupations of Chinese on the US mainland.      
	Early Chinese communities in mainland United States were basically bachelor societies in that even though the immigrants might be married, most left behind their families in China. Although laborers comprised the great majority of the population, merchants and labor contractors provided the leadership role in the Chinese society that developed in nineteenth- century America. That society also included a number of shopkeepers as well as a few skilled craftsmen and professionals, such as interpreters and herbal physicians. Later some Chinese, especially in San Francisco, also opened factories making shoes and boots, slippers, cigars, and garments. The few families were largely limited to those with more stable occupations, such as merchants, shopkeepers, labor contractors, physicians, skilled craftsmen, fishermen, etc. During this period many families sent their children to China to be educated, but there were a few who were raised in America and their descendants still exist. One example is the Ahtye family, whose progenitor Yee Ahtye arrived around 1852 and subsequently became connected with the Kong Chow and Suey Sing associations of San Francisco. Another whose father came during the early Gold Rush period was Thomas Chinn, a founder of the Chinese Historical Society of America.
	Most early immigrants were Cantonese speakers from villages in the Pearl River delta area in Guangdong Province on the southeast China coast. The greater majority was from Siyi 四邑 (Sze Yup or "four counties"), but sizable minorities also came from Zhongshan 中山 (Chungshan; formerly Xiangshan 香山 [Heungshan]), Sanyi 三邑 (Sam Yup or "three counties"), and adjoining counties. A small number also were from Hakka 客家-speaking areas in the province.
	An undercurrent of nativist, anti-foreign sentiment had been present in California since the beginning of Chinese immigration. During the Gold Rush period white miners had pressured the legislature to levy a tax on foreign miners, namely the Chinese. However, such anti-Chinese actions were limited in scope until the 1870s, when an economic depression hit the West and thousands lost their jobs. Agitators began blaming Chinese for taking jobs away from white workers. A virulent anti-Chinese movement spearheaded by labor unions developed in California and spread all over the West. This movement created political pressures that forced Congress to pass the first Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882. The law banned the entry of Chinese labor into this country and barred Chinese from naturalization as American citizens as well.  It represented a basic change from a policy of free unrestricted immigration to one that discriminated against individuals on the basis of ethnicity and social class. After the United States annexed Hawaii in 1898, the Chinese exclusion laws were also extended to the islands.
	Chinese immigration to the Hawaiian Kingdom had increased during the last half of the nineteenth century as the island's economy developed. White sugar plantation owners imported large numbers to work in the cane fields. Others worked in Chinese rice plantations or became vegetable and fruit growers. Many more were shopkeepers and skilled craftsmen who became part of Hawaii's growing middle class. The Chinese population in Hawaii eventually peaked to more than 18,000 in the 1880s, which was about 23 percent of Hawaii's total population. In contrast to the mainland, about three-quarters of the Chinese population were Cantonese speakers from Zhongshan, while one-quarter came from Hakka-speaking areas. Chinese society in Hawaii was also basically a bachelor society; however, many Chinese also intermarried with native women to form Chinese Hawaiian families and today there are many descendants from such unions. 
	When the Chinese arrived in the continental United States and Hawaii it was necessary to transliterate their names into the Latin alphabet for immigration records and also for them to function in the larger society. Up to World War II most of these were transliterations of pronunciations of Chinese characters based mostly on the Cantonese dialect although some were based on the Hakka dialect and a few on Mandarin pronunciations. Added to this was the fact that the immigrants spoke a variety of local sub-dialects and different methods of transliteration could also result in different transliterations of the same sound. Thus, the same surname in China often became several different surnames in American society. For example, Chen, Chun, Chan, and Chin are different versions of the same family name (陳). Other examples are Hsieh, Tse, Ja, Der, Dere, and Char (謝); Tsai, Tsoi, Choy and Toy (蔡); Tseng, Tsang, Dong and Zane (曾); Deng, Teng, Tang, Dong, Ong and Ang (鄧), and so on. On the other hand, different characters with similar or the same pronunciations were transliterated with the same spellings. For example, Ng could be one of two different surnames (吳, 伍); Yu could be any one of several different surnames (余, 虞, 俞, 于).   
	During this period some new patronymics were also created by the confusion arising over cultural differences between Chinese and Americans. The fact that Chinese customarily put their family names before their given names resulted in some families using the given name of the progenitor as the surname; e.g. the descendants of Ng Poon Chew 伍盤照 used Chew as the surname; those of Yee Ahtye 余亞大 used Ahtye; those of Kan Tinloy 簡天來 used Tinloy.  Usually surnames with the same spelling arising from these situations do not necessarily indicate a common ancestry. For example, one of the most widely used patronymics of this type is Wing, but members of the Wing family of Hanford are descendants of Gong Shu Wing while the Wing family of Vallejo is descended from the Fung (馮) clan. Another popular one is Hing, but immigration attorney Bill Hing's Chinese surname is Dong (鄧) while that of activist Alex Hing is Ko (高). Other names subjected to this type of convergence are Hoy, Kim, and Sing. Sometimes new patronymics used both the surname and given name of the father such as Chun Hoon 陳寬, Wong How, Goon Dip 阮 洽, etc. Another common phenomenon is that often a merchant would become identified with his business and that would become his name; e.g. Chan Hong Dai 陳康大 of Stockton, California became known as Sing Kee 生記; Chun Quon 陳滾 of Honolulu became known as C. Q. Yee Hop 思喬義合, etc.
	Chinese Hawaiians and sometimes even full-blood Chinese often adopted Hawaiian versions of their personal names as patronymics. For example, many descendants of Chun Fong 陳芳 use Afong or Chun Afong for their surname; Wong Lo Yau's 王羅有 offspring use the name Aloiau. The same surname Akana was derived from several individual families with the Chinese surnames Yim, Chun, or Lau. The progenitor of the Ahana family was Wong Min Hoong 黃綿鳳; Ai became the family name of Chung Kun Ai’s offspring. Descendants of one prominent Hawaiian Chinese surnamed Au took on the family name Conchee; Zane became Ena, etc.  

Exclusion: 1882-1943
	Strict application of the exclusion laws greatly reduced Chinese immigration for sixty-one years.  The Chinese population declined to a low of 61,639 on the mainland in 1920 and 23,507 in Hawaii in 1910 as the bachelor laborers passed away or retired to their home villages in China.  		
	During this period many Chinese still sought to enter the United States for better economic opportunities. Some stowed away on ships or were seamen who jumped ship upon arrival at a port. On the mainland others were smuggled across the international borders or waters from Canada, Mexico, or the West Indies.  
	Since the Chinese viewed the exclusion laws as being unjust, they felt justified in using any practical means to successful entry into the country. Many entered legally claiming to be members of the exempt classes — diplomats, students, teachers, merchants, and tourists. The Chinese also went to the courts to fight and win numerous court cases to better define their legal rights of entry under the immigration laws.  Thus, others were enabled to land as staff members of Chinese diplomats or family members of the exempt classes. By the twentieth century more Chinese were seeking entry, claiming citizenship as American-born, or derived citizenship as offspring of American citizens. During the 1920s and 1930s, 71,040 Chinese entered this country as citizens as compared to 66,039 aliens.  
	Immigration officials were well aware of the widespread use of assumed identities to gain entry.  They detained Chinese applicants at entry ports, the principal ones of which were Honolulu and San Francisco and later, San Pedro and Seattle, in order to interrogate them to determine the validity of their claims. This detention often lasted from two weeks to a month before the immigration officers made a decision upon an applicant's eligibility. If there was an adverse decision and the applicant's family decided to appeal to Washington, D.C., then the applicant might have to languish in the detention barracks from one to two years.  	
	At San Francisco, where most Chinese disembarked, immigration authorities established a detention facility on Angel Island from 1910 to 1940. Over the years detainees wrote  numerous poems on the walls of the facilities to vent their frustration and bitterness as well as their longing for families in China.  		
	Since many immigrants had to change their names in order to enter the country under assumed identities, these assumed names were inherited by their progeny as their surnames. For example, Lim P. Huie 許泮霖 became Lim P. Lee 李泮霖; Harry Wong 王百昌 became Harry Low 劉百昌; John Yee 余河 became John Yehall Chin; and Lai Him Mark 麥禮謙 became Him Mark Lai. Due to the pervasive discrimination against the Chinese in American society during this period, others changed their surnames to hide the fact that they were Chinese. For example, Chu Mon Sing 趙萬勝 of New York went by the name of J. M. Singleton; Chew Dip 趙洽 became Joseph Tape. In other cases, the Chinese surnames were changed to resemble western surnames, such as Chew (趙), Gee (朱), Ing (伍), Lee (李), Louis (雷), Lum (林), Mar (馬), Young (楊), etc. Still others modified the name to appear more westernized; e.g., Fann for Fan (范), Chinn for Chin (陳), Dear for Der (謝), Pond for Poon (潘), Lamb for Lam (林), Lowe for Low (劉), etc. The pressures to be accepted in American society also led to the increasing use of Western personal names.
	Immigration regulations allowing entry of exempt classes while banning the entry of laborers led to a relative increase in the percentage of families in the population. This in addition to the natural increase in the population resulted in the population in conterminous United States climbing slowly to 77,504 in 1940 while the ratio of males to females gradually decreased from a high of 27:1 in 1890 to 2.9:1 in 1940. In Hawaii the population increased to 28,774 in 1940 while the male-female ratio dropped from 3.8:1 in 1910 to about 1.3:1 in 1940. In both the mainland and Hawaii Chinese also became increasingly concentrated in urban areas.  	
	During the sixty-one years of the exclusion period discrimination was a fact of life for Chinese in America, particularly in California. They were socially isolated from white society. Many hotels, restaurants, barber shops, swimming pools, theaters, and other public places were reluctant to serve them; they could not purchase or buy property in certain locations; they could not marry Caucasians; and in certain areas such as San Francisco their children had to attend segregated schools.  
	In the economic sector the declining number of Chinese laborers no longer played an important role in California's economy. A few Chinese continued to farm or purchase fruit crops in the Sacramento and San Joaquin valleys. Japanese superseded them in the abalone fishery. A declining number of shrimp camps continued to struggle to survive in San Francisco Bay and in Louisiana. Light industries in San Francisco, which had relied on Chinese labor, disappeared one by one until only the garment industry remained. Many occupations excluded Chinese, and in order to survive, the great majority of the Chinese entered service type occupations such as domestics or worked in laundries and restaurants. There were numerous small Chinese laundries and restaurants in the northern part of the U.S. In the southeastern and southwestern part of the country, Chinese operated a number of grocery stores in black and Hispanic neighborhoods.
 	During the turn of the century some Chinese entrepreneurs in the San Francisco Bay Area began to invest in modern enterprises, such as canneries and banks. In 1915 Chinese merchants also pooled capital to establish the China Mail Steamship Company. However, these major enterprises eventually failed due to the isolation of Chinese in American society, their lack of capital to compete effectively with existing large corporations in America, as well as their lack of managerial experience in modern enterprises. The only major Chinese businesses from this period that survived and prospered were Joe Shoong's 周崧 National Dollar Stores 中興公司 in the West and K. C. Li's 李國欽 Wah Chang Corporation 華昌公司 in New York that imported tungsten and antimony from China.  
	In Hawaii, however, the Chinese in Hawaii did better in the economic sector. Since Caucasians were only a small minority in the Islands, Chinese were able to enter many sectors of the growing economy.  Chinese entrepreneurs established two Chinese-owned banks, respectively in 1916 and in 1922. There were successful businesses such as C. Q. Yee Hop 思喬義合, founded by Chun Quon 陳滾 and others, which expanded from meats sales to include a hardwood company, a brewery, and a realty company by the 1930s.  Thus the Chinese grew to be an important component of the middle class in the islands.  
	During this period the number of U.S. citizens of Chinese descent in Hawaii increased in number. By the 1920s they had become the majority in the Islands. Beginning with the turn of the century many local-born Chinese entered the professions. A bilingual newspaper representing the views of this Westernized middle class appeared in Honolulu in the mid-1920s as Chinese became increasingly active in local civic affairs and electoral politics. In 1926 Yew Char 謝有 and Dai Yen Chang 鄭帝恩 became the first Chinese on American soil to be elected to public office。 		
	Due to the lower percentage of families on the mainland, U.S. citizens did not become a majority until 1940, two decades later than Chinese in Hawaii. And even then, a high percentage of these were derivative citizens born in China. Nonetheless, there was an increasing population of the American-born during this period. Many adopted Western customs and habits, influenced greatly by such mainstream institutions as the public schools, the protestant churches, and the Y.M.C.A.  They lost so much of their Chinese language and customs that the China-born often referred to them as mo no 無腦 ("brainless") and jook sing 竹升 ("bamboo container that is hollow on the inside”). Worried elders supported the establishment of Chinese schools to transmit the Chinese heritage to their offspring. Some with the means sent their children to China for schooling. These efforts only slowed the Americanization process  	
	In spite of their adoption of Western behavior, Mainland Chinese Americans were not accepted into mainstream society and were also targets of racial discrimination.  Only a few were able to enter professional fields or take clerical jobs. Although Chinese Americans started an English language newspaper in San Francisco in 1935, Mainland Chinese Americans did not venture successfully into electoral politics until after the end of World War II.   
	During this period many Chinese Americans, frustrated at the apparent hopelessness of their future in this country, pinned their hopes on developments in China. They participated in the Reform Movement to establish a constitutional monarchy and in the Revolutionary Movement to overthrow the empire and establish a republic, all with the hope of building a strong, modern China that could improve their status abroad. After establishment of the Republic many continued to support Sun Yat-sen and the Chinese Nationalist Party. There was a reverse migration of sorts from America.  Many with professional and technological training sought outlets for their talents in China. Some became pilots in China’s fledgling Air Force while others served as minor officials or worked in the professions as physicians, engineers, and teachers. Still others invested in businesses and industries in Hong Kong and Mainland China. They also donated money to build schools, libraries, roads, and hospitals--efforts that contributed to the modernization of the Pearl River Delta.  		
	Chinese Americans were also in the forefront supporting the ancestral land's fight to preserve its territorial integrity and independence. After the 1930s the greatest threat was from Japan, and Chinese in America often reached deep into their pockets for donations to support the mother country. During the Sino-Japanese War Chinese on the mainland donated approximately $25,000,000, which averaged out to $300 per capita. Another $700,000 came from Hawaii. 

Restricted Immigration: 1943-1965
	World War II was a turning point for the Chinese in America. Since the Chinese American community had more males than females, a high percentage ended up serving in the armed forces or in the merchant marine. Due to the wartime labor shortage Chinese and other non-white minorities also had opportunities to fill skilled and unskilled jobs in factories and shipyards. In San Francisco there was even a China Aircraft Corporation that built parts for Douglas Aircraft Corporation.  
	By this time the Chinese were only a small minority and they no longer were the principal targets for racists in this country. China's heroic resistance to Japanese aggression had also created a favorable image among white Americans. In a move designed to counter the propaganda of the Axis powers and to encourage China to continue to fight Japan, Congress repealed Chinese exclusion in 1943. The law assigned a token annual immigration quota of  105 to the Chinese; however, Chinese were given the right of naturalization.  
	After the war many Chinese war veterans brought over their Chinese wives to join them in this country. From 1945 to 1950 more than 6,000 Chinese female immigrants arrived, comprising some 90 percent of Chinese immigrants entering the country. The male to female ratio on the mainland dropped to 1.9:1 In Hawaii it dropped to 1.1:1 in 1950, almost parity.
	In the meantime, the Communists in China were easy victors in a civil war against a Nationalist government beset with inflation and corruption.  They established the People's Republic of China (P.R.C.) in 1949. Some 5,000 students, mostly non-Cantonese, chose to remain in this country. Subsequently, refugee professionals, entrepreneurs, intellectuals, and ex-government officials from Nationalist China joined their ranks. This was the beginning of a greater presence of Chinese from other parts of China who used Mandarin as a common language. Beginning in the late fifties more and more Taiwan and Hong Kong students also came seeking higher education in the United States. After completing their schooling, more than 90 percent chose to stay in this country.  		
	The volatile political situation in the Far East during the late 1940s and early 1950s led to a continued Chinese exodus from mainland China and Hong Kong to regions in the world conceived as being more stable, such as the United States. Due to the restrictive nature of immigration laws of this country, the use of assumed identities continued to flourish. The United States government began investigating and prosecuting violators in the late 1940s and early 1950s.  In 1955 Hong Kong consul Everett F. Drumright presented the State Department with a report charging Chinese with wholesale immigration fraud. During the eighteen months between mid-1956 to the end of 1957, the U.S. government took 908 Chinese cases to the courts. But the practice was so pervasive that the U.S. government faced the unacceptable prospect of tying up the courts for decades with such cases.  
	Immigration authorities then worked out with Chinese community leaders a program under which Chinese confessed their true identities to immigration authorities and adjusted their status. Some 20,000 Chinese went through this program. Many changed back to their original Chinese family names after the confession. One of the most famous cases occurred in 1957, when 250 villagers from Sai Kee 西岐村 in Taishan confessed to immigration authorities that they had entered the U.S. using fraudulent documents.  The confession program led to much stress and strain in families as each family debated whether or not to confess. But the actions did resolve a festering historical problem that was a legacy of the exclusion period. By 1960 the Chinese population had grown to 198,958 on the mainland. The growth in Hawaii was more modest, resulting in a population of 38,119.	
	At the same time that the government was charging the Chinese with immigration fraud, discriminatory barriers against the Chinese and other minorities were being gradually lifted or nullified. In 1948 the State Supreme Court ruled that the anti-miscegenation laws were unconstitutional; in 1952 California repealed Section 19 of the State constitution that included discriminatory language against the Chinese. But as Chinese moved out from Chinatowns to better housing they still met resistance from those who attempted to prevent Chinese from moving in. One example was that of Mabel Tseng, who bought a building on Nob Hill in San Francisco in 1944 but was prevented from living there when she lost in court.  Another was Shing Sheng 盛樹珩, who bought a house in South San Francisco in 1952 but was prevented from living there by a vote of his neighbors. However, the frequency of such incidents gradually decreased as time elapsed.  
	Chinese begin to find employment and business opportunities opening for them in American society in the post-war boom. As for the occupations traditionally associated with the Chinese, the laundry business had begun to decline by the end of the fifties as home washing machines became more available.  The restaurant business, however, expanded as Chinese food became more popular. Upscale restaurants such as Kan’s 冠園, Imperial Palace 皇宮, and Empress of China 皇后, which catered to the growing affluent middle class began to emerge. In some towns on the Pacific coast and in the southwest, Chinese meat markets and groceries expanded to become supermarkets and shopping centers. For example, Walter Fong 鄺國舜 founded Farmer's Market in Sacramento in 1947.  Within three decades, the business had expanded to 35 branches.  		
	Increasing numbers of Chinese entered professional and technical occupations. By 1950 Chinese in these fields had increased 2-1/2 times over 1940. Keeping pace with America's economic growth, from 1950 to 1970 it increased another 3-1/2 times and constituted some 26 percent of working Chinese. Many were outstanding in their fields. In 1957 Chen-Ning Yang 楊振寧 and Tsung-Dao Lee 李政道 received the Nobel Prize in physics; T. Y. Lin 林同棪 in 1955 completed his work on pre-stressed concrete, which became the standard in the structural engineering field. Another noted professional was I. M. Pei 貝聿銘, who became a world-renown architect.
	As the Chinese American middle class improved their economic and social status in American society, many moved outside Chinatown and into the suburbs. The younger generation began to lose their knowledge of Chinese language and customs at a rapid rate. Chinese schools and newspapers declined. This change was particularly rapid among the Chinese in Hawaii and those on the continent living in the suburbs and in small towns with few Chinese.   
	In Hawaii the Chinese middle class continued their economic progress as Hawaii grew during the post-war years. Chinn Ho 何清 became a multi-millionaire by investing in real estate. In 1962 he headed a group to purchase the Honolulu Star-Bulletin. In 1952 Hiram Fong 鄺友良 and others organized Finance Factors to invest in real estate. In 1958 Hung Wo Ching 程慶和 headed another group to organize Aloha Airlines. Chinese also were increasingly active and successful in the political arena. When the territory of Hawaii called a constitutional convention in 1950, five Chinese American Democrats were among the delegates. In 1956 Hiram Fong as Senator from Hawaii held the highest electoral position reached by a Chinese in America.        
	On the mainland Chinese Americans also began to venture into mainstream politics. By the end of the 1940s, some Chinese had been appointed to minor city commissions in San Francisco. In 1956 Warren Chan 陳文華 in Seattle became the first Chinese American on the mainland to be appointed municipal judge. He was followed by the appointment of Delbert Wong 黃錦绍 in 1959 in Los Angeles. In 1966 Harry Low 劉百昌 became the first Chinese American to be appointed judge in San Francisco. The same year Lim P. Lee 李泮霖 in San Francisco became the first Chinese American to be appointed U.S. Postmaster.  
	In electoral politics Wing Ong 鄧悅寧 of Phoenix, Arizona, became state assemblyman in the late 1940s to the first Chinese American elected to office on the mainland. In 1961 Wing Luke 陸榮昌 became a city councilman in Seattle. In California there was March Fong 江月桂, who began her political career by running for the Alameda Board of Education in 1956. In 1966 she became state assemblywoman, and in 1974 she was elected to Secretary of State of California. Another success story was that of Gary Locke, who was elected governor of Washington in 1996.

 Immigration on an Equal Basis: 1965-present
	In 1965 Congress dropped the racially discriminatory immigration policy, which had been implemented since 1882, and passed the revised Immigration Act of 1965 giving immigrants from all nations, including China, equal treatment. Many Taiwan and Hong Kong students took advantage of the new law to obtain permanent residency and then citizenship status in the U.S. 
	 After the law went into effect a great increase in Chinese immigration occurred, especially among non-Cantonese coming from Taiwan. Troubles in other parts of the world during the sixties and seventies added to the influx with Chinese refugees and immigrants coming from Cuba, Burma, Philippines, and other countries. Normalization of United States relations with the P.R.C. and the relaxation of the P.R.C.'s emigration policy in the late seventies also led to a great increase in Chinese immigrants from the mainland.  
	Many Chinese newcomers went to the eastern seaboard and New York became another metropolitan area with Chinese population approaching that in the San Francisco Bay Area. The Chinese population on the mainland grew to 382,795 in 1970, almost doubled again to 749,246 in 1980, and more than doubled to 1,576,668 in 1990. By the 2000 Census the mainland population was almost 2.4 million. The growth rate in Hawaii was much slower because of the lower immigration as well as out-migration to other areas to seek better economic opportunities.  The population increased only to 52,039 in 1970, 56,260 in 1980, and 68,804 in 1990. Due to the fact that in recent years the majority of the Chinese minority married outside their own ethnic group, there was a net decrease in the Chinese population in Hawaii to 56,600 in the year 2000, when offspring of mixed marriages were counted in a separate category.
   	A separate 20,000 quota was given to Taiwan in 1982, and in 1987 the Hong Kong quota was raised to 5,000. Starting in the late seventies, as a result of the Vietnam War and political persecution, there was also a mass exodus from Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. By the 1990s about 1,000,000 "boat people" and refugees had arrived in America. A high percentage of these were ethnic Chinese, although many were not enumerated as Chinese in official statistics. Many were Cantonese and Chaozhou dialect speakers; others spoke the Ke (Hakka), Minnan (southern Fujian), or Hainan dialects. This influx has resulted in a rapid increase and diversification of the Chinese population in America. The percentage of foreign-born on the mainland became approximately 77 percent in 1980; however, in Hawaii, which attracted far fewer immigrants than the mainland, only approximately 25 percent of the Chinese were born abroad. In the 2000 Census the percentage of foreign–born had dropped to 70.8 percent, as the immigrants began families in this country. More than four out of ten, 42.7 percent, entered the U.S. between 1990 and 2000, while less than a quarter or 24.4 percent came before 1980. Slightly more than half of the foreign-born, 53.0 percent, had became naturalized citizens. Approximately a third of the populations were native-born.    
	The influx of immigrants from Taiwan, Mainland China, Vietnam, and other countries has resulted in many more variations in the spellings of the same Chinese surnames. Newcomers from Taiwan usually use a simplified version of the Wade-Giles system while immigrants from the P.R.C. prefer the pinyin system for transliteration. Arrivals from Hong Kong and Macao, however, tend to base the spellings on Cantonese, using the transliterations generally used in Hong Kong and Macao. There are also spellings based on other systems such as that used for Sino-Vietnamese and other dialects such as southern Fujianese (Hokkien) and Chaozhou (Teochiu). For example, the surname (陳) that was spelled variously as Chun, Chan, and Chin by the early Cantonese immigrants is transliterated as Chen by Taiwan immigrants, Tran by Chinese from Vietnam, and Tan by southern Fujianese speakers from Singapore. Chinese from several Southeast Asian countries have also changed their surnames wholly or partially, using the indigenous language. Two examples are Fong-Torres (originally Fong 方) and Riady (originally Li 李).
	Chinatowns which had been declining as Chinese moved to better housing in other areas once again became busy and crowded places. New Chinese banks appeared to handle the Chinese capital flowing in from Hong Kong, Taiwan, and even Southeast Asia. Much of this money went into real estate and property values in some areas skyrocketed. New concentrations of Chinese businesses flourished in such places as Monterey Park (California) and other cities in the San Gabriel Valley, Flushing (New York), Westminster (California), Houston, San Diego and Atlanta. Los Angeles became a third major concentration of Chinese in America, rivaling San Francisco and New York. 
	The new immigrants started many businesses. By now the laundry business had declined; the restaurant business, however, continued to flourish. Taiwanese operated many hotels and motels, particularly in southern California. The enlarged Chinese market led to importation of a great variety of Chinese and Southeast Asian goods; Chinese from Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos opened many groceries and supermarkets. An immigrant from Taiwan opened the Tawa chain that established a number of 99 Ranch supermarkets in northern and southern California, Nevada, Hawaii, and Washington. There was resurgence in Chinese language and culture. Chinese schools and bookstores increased in number. Chinese newspapers again flourished and large newspapers owned by offshore interests (Sing Tao [Hong Kong], World Journal [Taiwan], and The China Press [PRC]) established editions based in New York City, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. Later, the Hong Kong-based Ming Pao also established eastern and western editions in New York and San Francisco, respectively. Chinese language television programs emerged by the seventies and rebroadcast programs from Taiwan, Hong Kong, the PRC, and most recently, from South Korea, became very popular.  	 
	The large and rapid influx also has led to the aggravation of numerous social problems, particularly in the large Chinese communities. Chief among those were unemployment and under-employment, lack of affordable housing, and gang-connected crimes and violence. Many newcomers, lacking English skills, found themselves in low-paying, menial jobs. According to the 2000 Census slightly less than a quarter of the Chinese, 23.0 percent, had less than a high school education, which was highest among all Asian groups and much higher than the national and Asian figures of 19.6 percent. In 1990 this group comprised a large part of the one-quarter of Chinese employed in the unskilled service and in machine operating (many in garment industry) occupations. By the 2000 Census the percentage had dropped to 13.9 percent, which appears to reflect in part the effect of globalization, where many jobs in the US garment industry migrated to other parts of the world.
	The Chinese community, however, was bi-polar in that an educated elite that had grown since World War II also existed. According to one estimate, during the 1980s there were more than 100,000 Chinese scholars in more than eighty universities and research institutions. More than 100 Chinese American scientists worked at N.A.S.A. About one-third of the senior level engineers at I.B.M. were Chinese. There were also a number of Chinese-owned computer firms. By the 1990 Census about 35.9 percent of all employed Chinese were in managerial and professional capacities. A decade later, the 2000 Census shows that more than half or 52.3 percent of the Chinese were in management, professional, or related occupations, which was right behind the Asian Indians’ 59.9 percent. Another 20.8 percent were in sales and office, thus making almost three-quarters of employed Chinese in “white-collar” or professional occupations. This correlates with the fact that the 2000 Census found that 48.1 percent of the Chinese had received a bachelor or higher degree, which was double the 24.4 percent among the general population, and third among the Asians--behind the Asian Indian’s 63.9 percent and Pakistani’s 54.3 percent.
	In recent years more Chinese Americans have been promoted to administrative, decision-making positions in institutions and businesses. For example, Chia-Wei Woo 吳嘉偉 became one of the first Chinese Americans appointed as president of a major university when he became president of San Francisco State University in 1983. And in 1990 Chang Lin Tien 田長霖 became chancellor at the prestigious University of California at Berkeley.  
	It is these middle-class Chinese that were the most interested parties in the struggle of ethnic minorities to seek equal opportunities and affirmative action. They spearheaded efforts to have a voice in the decision-making process and to participate in mainstream politics. During the past two decades there have been an increasing number of Chinese political appointees to state and federal offices. In 1977 Thomas Tang 鄧心平 was appointed judge in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals; in 1989 Julia Chang Bloch 張之香 became ambassador to Nepal; and in 1991 Elaine Chao 趙小蘭 became head of the Peace Corps and in 2001, Secretary of Labor under President George W. Bush.  She was the first Chinese American in a full cabinet position. In 1996 Washington’s Gary Locke 駱嘉輝 was the first Chinese American to be elected governor of a state. He served two four-year terms and declined to run for a third. Other Chinese were elected to local offices and a few to state offices. Since the retirement of Senator Hiram Fong of Hawaii, however, no Chinese American has been successfully elected to the U.S. Senate, but in 1998 David Wu 吳振偉 was elected from Oregon to be the first Chinese American to serve in the House of Representatives. In 2005 he was elected to serve his fourth term.   

The Contemporary Community
	The Chinese community is one of the most diverse Asian communities in America today. It consists of a number of sub-communities with their own social circles. Chinese in America can be grouped into several categories in accordance with historical development:
 1. Chinese immigrants who came before 1949 and their descendants: Since this group was not augmented by immigration, it only increased by natural growth and it is estimated that the population is about 324,000 or around 11.2 percent of the Chinese population. Of these about 39,000 or 1.4 percent of the Chinese population is first generation. The immigrants were mostly from rural regions in Guangdong’s Pearl River Delta. Included in this group are students and scholars, mostly non-Cantonese, who chose to stay in the U.S. after the founding of the P.R.C.
2. Chinese immigrants from Hong Kong and their descendants: Between 1949 and 2000 about 426,000 Chinese emigrated from Hong Kong. Together with their descendents from the second to the fourth generation, the population of this group is an estimated 579,000 in 2000 or about 20.1 percent of the Chinese population, of which an estimated 377,000 comprising 13.1 percent of the total Chinese population are first generation. The immigrants of this group included mostly Chinese from the Pearl River Delta in addition to a number from other regions of China who became permanent residents of Hong Kong. As time went on, the number of Hong Kong-born Chinese among the immigrants also increased. 
3. Chinese immigrants from Taiwan and their offspring: In the half century between 1949 and 2000 about 391,000 immigrated to the US from Taiwan, of which 344,000 are still living in the US. From 1960 to 1979, about 50,000 entered the US to pursue further studies. Many were refugees who left the mainland when the Nationalist government was defeated in the civil war and fled to Taiwan, or their offspring were born in Taiwan. Students from Taiwanese families who had lived on the island before World War II, however, increased over time, especially after the mid-1970s. When the US government gave Taiwan immigrants a separate annual quota of 20,000 in 1982, immigration increased rapidly and the population had more than doubled by 1990. The influx slowed somewhat as economic conditions on the island improved in the 1990s. In 2000 the population of immigrants from Taiwan and their descendants is an estimated 529,000, which is about 18.4 percent of the Chinese population; 324,000 are first generation comprising 11.9 percent of the Chinese population. 
4. Chinese immigrants from the China mainland after 1949 and their offspring. After the founding of the People’s Republic, there were strict controls on emigration abroad and up to 1980 only 37,000 had migrated to the US in the previous three decades. After the government relaxed its emigration policy, the immigration to the US increased rapidly. Many acquired permanent status. In year 2000 there were 506,000 foreign-born comprising 17.6 percent of the Chinese population as well as 108,000 American-born offspring. The group formed about 21.3 percent of the Chinese population. 
After the relaxation of the P.R.C.’s emigration policy, many immigrants were reunited with their family members already living abroad. Initially, many of these were Cantonese from the Pearl River Delta. During this same period students and visiting scholars also arrived, many of whom eventually were able to attain permanent resident status, which enabled them to bring in family members, These latter new immigrants came from all regions of China and usually from the urban areas. Beginning in the mid-1980s there was also an increasing influx of working-class Chinese, many of whom entered the country without proper documentation. They came principally from the Fuzhou 福州 area in Fujian, and later the Wenzhou 溫州 area in Zhejiang. In recent years there has also been a number from Northeast China 東北, especially from the Shenyang 瀋陽 region in Liaoning Province, where there was underemployment and unemployment as the region struggled to transform its aged state-owned industrial enterprises in order to be competitive in China’s growing modern economy.      
5. Chinese immigrants from other countries and their offspring: Political instability in various parts of the world forced many ethnic Chinese to relocate. One of the earliest group was the Chinese from Cuba, most of who left when Fidel Castro nationalized businesses in the 1960s. The largest group came from Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos in the aftermath of the Vietnam War, the subsequent Pol Pot regime in Cambodia, and persecution of the Chinese in Vietnam. Other Chinese originated from Burma, Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Latin America, and South Africa. There were also Chinese who used Canada, Europe and other countries as springboards to enter the US. Data on the immigration of these groups are spotty, but they and their descendants form a quarter or more of the total Chinese population in the US.  
	The populations can also be roughly categorized into two groups: First are those whose social and economic activities were associated with the Chinatowns originally founded by Cantonese immigrants. Many run small businesses, provide professional services, or belong to the working class. Cantonese is the medium of communication although Mandarin or Putonghua is increasingly being used, or at least understood, as the population diversified in recent decades. There remain large numbers of Chinese who live dispersed among the general population, often in suburban areas, whose social and economic activities have little or no connection with the Chinatowns. These generally can interact with other Chinese in their organizations, churches or other institutions, and in some areas, also in Chinese or Asian malls that have emerged to supply goods, supplies, and services. Since the 1970s immigrants from Taiwan had grown to become a large group within this category with large concentrations in the San Gabriel Valley, Flushing, and Houston. However, there are also other immigrants who originated from all parts of Mainland China, Hong Kong as well as other parts of the world. Mandarin or Putonghua is the common language for communication. Earlier immigrants have a high average education level and many became academics or professionals connected with big businesses or the federal government (such as NASA) or ran their own businesses (such as high technology, biotechnology, and shipping) that are integral parts of the mainstream economy. Many later immigrants, however, tend to be from social classes similar to that of the Chinatown populations. 
	The English-speaking, assimilated Chinese, most of who are American-born, forms another growing group that is derived from the largely Chinese-speaking immigrant groups. At present an overwhelming number are descendants of the earlier Cantonese immigrants. However, increasing numbers of the second and third generations of non-Cantonese immigrants are also becoming adults and taking their places in society. Members of this group use English as their primary medium of communication and usually live outside the Chinatowns. A number exhibit a high degree of acculturation and integration into American mainstream society; however, many still include Chinese Americans within their social circles, especially where there are concentrations of Chinese. 
	It should be stressed that the lines of demarcation among the preceding groupings are not sharp and absolute and the groups all interact in various degrees with one other. Although each group and subgroup does have its own institutions and behavioral characteristics, each is a component forming the complex entity known collectively as the modern Chinese American community.    

Him Mark Lai
May 27, 2008
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