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name implies, each association only includes members with the same surname. One is born into a
family association, and regardless of his station in
life, cannot thereafter change to another family
association at will. Nor would any family association accept an outside person into its group.
Most family organizations have a building or
headquarters which provide a meeting place for
members. And, as the family village is administered by elders, the control of the family association is placed in the hands of the older generation.
To these elders, the welfare and protection of the
family honor as well as settling local problems,
become their responsibility.
Family associations at one time exercised great
influence and control over their members. Unruly
and belligerent members were held to a steady
course and the weak were protected and assisted
to a degree unknown by other minority groups.
[The past quarter century has seen that influence
diminishing. This was caused by the greatly accelerated population rise of the American-Chinese
and their assimilation into the mainstream of society. On the other hand, the recent arrival of new
immigrants and refugees from the Orient has
meant a rejuvenation of the family and district
associations. Restricted by language and unaccustomed to Western life and customs, the new immigrants are once more giving renewed purpose to
the associations.]
The district associations, as the name implies,
include members originating from certain districts
in Kwangtung, which is divided into about 90 districts. The immigrants in San Francisco, however,
only represent about twenty-four of these districts; the others having few, if any, emigrating to
America. Here again the district association performs the duties of administering to its membership on a higher level. Differences between businesses and groups rather than individuals are
handled here, and only where it involves others
outside of their district, would the Chinese Six
Companies become involved. The situation is, in a
manner of speaking, akin to the family association
as a municipal court; the district association to the
state supreme court; and the Chinese Six Companies to the federal supreme court. On thedistrict association level, some smaller organizations
banded or affiliated themselves with the larger
associations, to provide greater solidarity against
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the vicissitudes of the times. Chinese language
schools were also formerly sponsored by some
of them.
For further reading on this subject:

I. Rose Hum Lee,

The Chinese in the United States of

(Hong Kong Univ. Press, 1960), pp. IJ2-14I.
1. Thomas \V, Chinn, San Francisco Chinatown on Parade
(Chinese Chamber of Commerce booklet, San Francisco, 1(61), pp. 18-19.
3. S. \V, Kung, Chinese in American Ufe (Univ. of Washington Press, Seattle, 1(61), pp. 116-124.
4. B. L. Sung, Mountain of Gold (The Macmillan Co.,
N. Y., 1(67), pp. 134-139.
America

HIGHBINDERS
Highbinders is a term commonly associated
with Chinese gangsters of the hatchetmen type.
Yet its first use occurred more than half a century
before the term was applied to the Chinese gangsters of the 1880'S and thereafter. Charles Caldwell
Dobie wrote that the Reverend Mr. Frederic
Masters is authority for the statement that "the
term 'highbinder' first made its appearance in the
columns of The Weekly Inspector for December
27, 1806." The article described "the riotous behavior of a party of Irish banditti belonging to an
association called 'Highbinders' on Christmas Eve
of that year." 1
The first use of the word "highbinder" in connection with the Chinese, writes Dobie, was by a
New York policeman,2 in connection with Chinese
gunmen. It quickly found its way to San Francisco, considered the "fountain-head of highbinder
activity. "
From the 1860'S on, racketeering and gangster
types started to appear. All of the attendant vices:
gambling, prostitution, opium dens and labor
racketeering gradually moved into big operations.
Highbinders or hatchetmen were individuals belonging to organizations called "tongs" (thus,
"tong wars"). However, the word "tong" also
means an association, and not all associations are
of the gangster type. The highbinderss' period of
greatest power was in the 1880'S up to shortly
after the San Francisco 1906 disaster. Gradually,
the Chinese community itself began to realize its
own responsibilities. Backed by the police and
courts, the Chinese worked to again establish peace
and order. Eventually, all tong differences were
submitted to arbitration by the establishment of a
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"Peace Society," which undertook to settle their
grievances over a conference table. The last socalled "tong war" was in the 1920'S.
Highly colored accounts of the Chinese highbinders are to be found in nearly every library.
Most have been dramatized beyond their just
deserts. A factual account of the names and purposes as well as background of some of the larger
early-day tongs is contained in Dobie's book (see
references). He is able, for instance, to explain the
often poetic interpretation of some of the names:
"The Hip Shing Tong controlled the gambling
clubs; the Wa Ting Shans, who levied tribute on
the brothels; the On Leong Society that dealt in
slave girls. All these [names] titles were highsounding and of impeccable moral intent. The
traffickers in the slave girls, On Leong Society,
meant the 'Chamber of Tranquil Conscientiousness.' Another society founded for the same purpose, the Kwong Dak Tong, was the 'Chamber of
Far-Reaching Virtue.' The gambling fraternity,
the Hip Shing Tong, was synonomous with the
'Hall of Victorious Union'." 3
'Charles C. Dobie,

SI1Tl

Frl1Tlcisco's ChinatoW1l (N. Y.,

1936), pp. 138-139.
2 Ibid., p. 139.
3 Ibid, pp. 154-155.

For further reading on this subject:
I. "Vilson,Carol Green, ChinatoW1l Quest (Stanford Uni\'ersity Press, Stanford, 1931), pp. 206-229.
2. Dobie, Charles CaldweiI, San Frl1Tlciscoj A Pagel1Tlt
(N. Y., 1933) pp. 202-209.
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EARLY SCHOOLS

Chinese schools were established in an effort to
maintain the ties of the overseas Chinese community with traditional Chinese culture. [However,
with the accelerating Americanization of the
American-Chinese and the decline of Chinatowns
many Chinese schools here find it difficult to maintain themselves, especially in the smaller Chinese
communities. ]
The exact date and origin of the first Chinese
school in the United States is not known. Undoubtedly, as the number of Chinese families in
this country increased, many elders felt it was
their responsibility to see to it that the young
people learned the heritage of their forefathers.
Thus, many private schools were set up wherever there was a sizable number of Chinese fam-
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ilies. In the latter quarter of the 19th century
there were between ten and twenty such schools in
San Francisco, with each school having 20 to 30
pupils. The tuition for these schools ranged from
$4.00 to $5.00 per month. Each of these schools
was set up by a learned scholar. One of the most
famous was Ch'en Hsing-fu, who once had as his
pupil, Liao Chung-k'ai, later one of Sun Yat-sen's
important aides. Tseng Hsien-chih and Chiang
Yiieh-ting operated other well-known schools. It
was said that two ex-generals of the T'ai-p'ing
armies, who fled to San Francisco after the collapse
of the T'ai-p'ing movement, also set up classrooms
here. '
The standards and courses of instruction in the
schools were not uniform, some specializing in
certain aspects of Chinese literature while others
offered a general curriculum.'
THE SoCIETY OF THE SPLEJ';'OORSOF LITERATURE

In the early days, papers with Chinese writing
on it were not thrown away. There was an organization called the Wen-hua She (Society of the
Splendors of Literature) located in San Francisco's Chinatown, which collected and burnt
such material in a brick oven in its headquarters.
The ashes were then wrapped in burlap and taken
to be cast into the ocean outside the Golden Gate.
The membership of this society was about 150.'
The society's patron-god was Wen Ch'ang, the
God of Literature. Every year on the date of his
birth and on the birthday of Confucius, students
from the various Chinese language schools took
turns attending ceremonies at the Society.'
THE TA CH'ING SHU-YUAN

The first community-operated Chinese school
in San Francisco was the Ta ch'ing Shu-yiian (The
Ch'ing School) established in 1884The school had two classes and about sixty
students. The teachers were licentiates (hsiu-ts'ai,
approximately equivalent to B.A. degree) or provincial graduates (chii-jen, approximately equivalent to an M.A. degree). They were appointed by,
or the position was assumed by, the president of
each district association in turn. 2
Tuition was 50 cents per month, much lower
than the private schools. Hours of instruction were
from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. or 9 p.m. daily, Monday
through Friday; and 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Saturdays. 2
The pupils all studied aloud in class, memoriz-
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ing the classics. When a boy completed his assignment he would step to the teacher's desk, turn his
back toward the teacher and recite. Meanwhile,
the teacher indicated with red ink, the errors that
were made. This done, the pupil would return to
his seat to perfect his lesson, again and again)
The curriculum generally started with the Trimetrical Classic, the Thousand-Words Classic, and
the Incentive to Study, all of which were in
rhyme and meter. Later the pupil would take up
the Four Books, and Five Classics of the Confucian School.3. 4
The standard of this school was approximately
on a par with schools in China, the reason being
that during this period many ambitious young
Chinese felt that this country, with its discriminatory laws and attitude toward the Chinese, had
little to offer. Thus many bright, young men were
intensely studious in hopes of gaining a better
future in China. For example, Chang Ch'ao-hsiang
(lung Oi Won) who entered the Ta Ch'ing Shuyuan in 1893, and later went to China to further
his Chinese education, had no difficulty continuing his education. In 1904> he passed the provincial
examination and became a licentiate (hsiu-ts'ai).'
After the San Francisco earthquake of 1906, the
Ch'ing government sent 90,000 taels of silver to
aid Chinese ruined by the disaster. However, the
United States government had already provided
funds for this purpose and the silver was subsequently diverted to complete the present Six Companies Building in San Francisco. The Ta Ch'ing
Shu-yuan [school] was given the upper story of
this building for use as classrooms.'
CHINESE SCHOOLS TODAY

The direct descendent of the Ta Ch'ing Shuyuan, the Chinese Central High School, still occupies the upper story of the Six Companies building
and in addition, another building on the same
street. Today, the school is run by the Chinese
community through trustees appointed from each
of the seven district associations forming the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association (Chinese Six Companies). 6 Besides the Chinese Central
High School there are other Chinese schools in
San Francisco set up by various organized groups,
e.g., the Protestant and Catholic churches, the
Nam Hoy Benevolent Society, the Kuomintang as
well as schools established by private individuals.
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The number of pupils varies from approximately
650 in the Chinese Central High School to 20 or 30
in the private schools, with the total number of
students approximating 2,600.6 However, the
scholastic attainments today do not compare with
the standards of the old Ta Ch'ing Shu-yuan.
Hours are shorter, being two hours a day in a fiveday school week. Well-qualified teachers are rare.
Also, the Americanization of Chinese children has
so accelerated in recent years that many of them
are not at home with the Chinese language. Many
usually drop out by the time they reach American
high school.
Present courses in general consists of literature,
history, composition and calligraphy. Local students probably do not compare scholastically with
a student of the same grade in China. However, it
does offer them some exposure to Chinese language and culture.
THE

P AO-HUANG HUI AND THE

CHINESE ScHOOLS

After the failure of the reform of the monarchy
in China, K'ang Yu-wei fled overseas to establish
the Pao-huang Hui (Protect the Emperor Society), to work for the restoration of the Emperor
Kuang-hsu and the overthrow of the Empress
Dowager Tz'u-hsi. Schools were organized in
various communities. American instructors were
hired in' several of these schools to give military
drills for an underground army to work against
the Empress Dowager. The under-currents of
political intrigue and struggle between the supporters of K'ang Yu-wei and Sun Yat-sen for control of these schools is a fascinating story which
has yet to be thoroughly explored.7·8
1 Liu
2

Pei Chi, Overseas Chinese Education in U. S. A. (Ta-

p. 29.
pei, 1959),
Ibid.,
pp. 29-30.

F. B. Dresslar, "Chinese Pedagogics in Practice," Education, Vol. 20 (Nov., 1899), pp. 136-142.
'Elizabeth P. Gould, "School-Life in China," Education,
Vol. 8 (May, 1888), pp. 557-562.
The Tri-metrical classic starts with the following sentences:
The Tri-metrical classic starts with the following sentences:
"Men, at their birth, are radically good.
"In this all approximate, but in practice widely diverge.
"If not educated the natural character is changed.
"A course
. ... of" education is made valuable by close attentlOn
5 Liu Pei Chi, op. cit., pp. 3°-31.
6 Gabrielle Berliner, et aI, The Chinese Family in San
Francisco (unpublished M.A. thesis, Univ. of Calif.,
Berkeley. 1966), pp. 113-114.
3
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j Liu Pei Chi, op. cit., pp. 31-33.
Carl Glick, Double Ten (London, 1945), and Carl Glick
and Hong Sheng-hwa, Swords of Silence (N. Y., 1947),
told of the work of Homer Lea and A. E. O'Banion
who were involved in this training program. However,
the account was given such a romanticized flavor, with
so many undocumented statements that it was difficult
to separate fact from fiction in these works. Old timers,
however, do vouch for the existence of the basic story.

8

NEWSPAPERS
Today's San Francisco Postmaster Lim P. Lee,
in 1936, was a "Sociological Data" writer for the
Chinese Digest, a weekly newsmagazine. On
November 13, 1936, he wrote the story "Chinese
Journalism on the \Vest Coast." The importance
of Chinese newspapers can best be illustrated with
his opening paragraph:
"The romance of the Chinese press on the Pacific Coast is very colorful, and behind each Chinese
newspaper there was some interesting personality
who had made history one way or another. The
Chinese people are intellectually inclined and responsive tf\ new ideas - be they radical or conservative - and through the press, the Chinese leaders
find their followers: Ng Poon Chew, K'ang Yuwei, Sun Yat-sen are well known personalities to
the Chinese here and in China, and each of them
left behind a newspaper in San Francisco. Contemporaries like Walter U. Lum, D. Y.Mah, Chingwah Lee and Thomas \v. Chinn have added niches
to Chinese journalism on the coast here, and each
of the publications represents a school of thought.
The Chinese press in San Francisco serves the Chinese population from San Francisco to Chicago,
and from Mexico to Canada. Although there are'
Chinese newspapers in Chicago, New York City,
Toronto and Vancouver, the papers from San
Francisco enjoy a wide circulation everywhere.
The publishers, editors and newspapermen of years
gone by have blazed the trail of the Fourth Estate
into the consciousness of the Chinese people."
All of the early Chinese newspapers were
printed in the Chinese language. Those with
American publishers included some English but
could hardly be called Chinese journalism in that
the news generally was more or less directed to the
American people. A negligible few wrote on Chinese customs and life in China.
It was not until 1921 that first attempts to
"print" an English language newspaper for the
Chinese came out in the form of mimeographed
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sheets for the San Francisco Chinese community.
In 1935 the first full-fledged Chinese newspaper
in the English language was published. The entire
staff of the Chinese Digest were American-born
Chinese, and the publishers, Thomas \v. Chinn
and Chingwah Lee set the trend of the ChineseAmerican newspapers which exists to this day in
some manner or form.
A list of Chinese newspapers follows:
I.

SOME EARLY CHINESE NEWSPAPERS

(Based on Yuk Ow, A Selected List of Publisbed and
Unpllblisbed Materials Written by tbe California Chinese
and Brief Biograpbies of tbe Autbors (unpublished manuscript, Bancroft Library, 1960). All papers in Chinese language unless otherwise stated.)
Abbreviations:
(AAS) American Antiquarian Society, \Vorcester, Mass.
(B) Bancroft Library.
(ChiHS) Chicago Historical Society.
(CHS) California Historical Society.
(ChHS) Chinese Historical Society.
(CoU) Columbia University.
(F) Fiddletown Preservation Society, Fiddletown, Calif.
(LA) Los Ang2les Museum Library.
(LC) Library of Congress.
(LL) Public Library, Leicester, Mass.
(MHS) Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn.
(NjHS) New jersey Historical Society.
(NYHS) New York Historical Society.
(NYPL) New York Public Library.
(NYSL) New York State Library.
(SFL) San Francisco Library.
(SFTS) San Francisco Theological Seniinary, San
Anselmo, Calif.
(S) Stanford University, Hoover Far East Collection.
(UC) University of California, Berkeley.
(UI) University of Illinois.
• Golden Hills News - Weekly
4-28, 1854 to (?), San Francisco. Pub!.; W Howard,
Lessner. Primer: F. Kuh!. Contents: Local, Commercial,
Shipping, News from China. Special Feature: Daily
price list of commodities. (B) 4-29, 6-10, 7-29, 1854.
(CHS) 5-27, 1854. (LC) 7-8, 1854. (SFL) 5-27, 1854.
• Chinese Daily News
12. 18,6, Sacramcnro. Pub!. by Ze Too Yunc, alias Hung

Tai. Pub!. not quite' 2 years, at first daily, then triweekly, thcn irregularly - sometimes once per week,
sometImes once per month. (Missouri Historical Society) 4-8, 1857.
• Tung-Ngai San Lull (The Oriental) - Chinese, Tri-weekly;
English-weekly.
1-4 to 7-12, 1855; monthly, 9, 18H to 12, 18.1"6.Sacramento and Stockton, San Francisco. Pub!.: Rev. William Spcer of Chinese Presbyterian Church, S. F. Editors: Lee Kan, Rev. Speer. Contents: Bilingual, general
news and special articles connected with local Chinese
culture. Speer bccame ill in 1856 and ncxt "car paper
suspended publication. (AAS) 4-28,8, 1855. (B) 1-4, 25;
2-1,8, 15, 22; 3-1, 1855,6, 1856. (CSL) 7, 18.1"6.(MHS)
St. Paul, 1-11, 1855. (NjHS) 7, 1855. (NYHS) 7,1855;
5, 1856. (NYPL) 1-11; 2-1, 8, 18'5; 8-10, 1856. (SFTS)
San Anselmo, 1-4 to 6-28, 7-9 to 12, 1885; I to 12, 1856.
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• The California China Mail and Flying Dragon - Monthly
1-1,1867 to (?), San Francisco.
Printer: E. Bosqui. Contents: Bilingual, market and
prices, shipping, financial. (AAS) I-I, 1867. (B) 1-1,
1867; 3-1,4-3,7-4. 9-3,10-14,12-4, 1867.
• San Francisco China News- Weekly 7-14, 1876 to (?),
744 Washington Street, San Francisco.
Proprietor: Bocardus, Gordon. Contents: Local & Chinese news, poems, short essays, stories. (B) 7-14, 12-26,
1874; 1-2,7-24. 8-7,1875. (LA) 5-1,1875.
• War Kee, The Oriental Weekly.
9-11, 1875 to (?). 1875, changed name. Vol. 1,9-2, 1876,
changed name, Vol. II, 9-2, 1875, changed name, 1900
allegedly changed name again. Publ.: Done Lim. Edit.:
Ah Fong. Contents similar to S. F. China News. (B)
9-18, u-25, 1875; I-I to 3-25,4-22 through 29, 5-13, 5-27,
6-11, 9-2, 10-14, 1876. (AAS) 7-27, 1894. (LL) 3-24,
1903; (WHS) 2-8, 1877; 4-27, 1888. (U. C. East Asiatic
Librarv) 3-9,1888.
• San Fr'ancisco Chinese NewspaperWeekly.
8-26,1876 to (?). Pub .. Hoffmann, Li Mon Ting. Circulation: 800. (B) 8-26 to 9-2,1876; 2-17 to 3-31, 5-12 to
5-19,6-2,6-16 to 7-14,1877.
• Chinese and Foreign News - Weekly.
10-22, 1878 to (?), 420 Clay St., S. F. Contents: Similar
to Chinese Record below. (B) 10-22, 1878.
• The Chinese Record - Semi-monthly.
11-13, 1876 to (?), 434 California St., later 414 Market
St., S. F. Contents: Engl. with separate Chinese edition.
Publ.: Prof. Augusms Layres. Chinese edition printed
by 'Ven Chi. (B) 11-13, 11-28 (Supp.), 12-11, 12-26
(Supp.), 1876; 1-15,2-12,3-30 (Supp.), 3-12,4-16,5-21,
6-3°,7-3°,9-13,
10-4, 11-5, 12-15, 1877; 2-15,3-26,4-3°,
9-?, 11-20 (Extra Edit.), 1878. Supplement n.n., n.d. City
of San Jose: Supplement to 2-17 (?), 1879, issue.
• Suei Kee American and Chinese Commercial Newspaper - Weekly.
1883-before 1906, 835 Y: Dupont St. Contents: local and
commercial. (B) 4-16,1888.
• Mon Hing .Vat Bo (Chinese World) - Weekly.
1891 to 1901. Daily 1901 to date. 809Y: Washington St.
Founded by Reformist Group. After 1906 moved to
Los Angeles. Remrned to S. F. and changed Chinese
name to Chinese World. (B) 3-19, 1906 (Supp.). (F)
ChHS, copy) 1-26, 1895 (Supp.).
• Occidental Daily News- Mentioned in Lim P. Lee's
article in Chinese Digest, Nov. 13, 1936, Vol. 7 (4-10,
1936), p. 10. 1880'S.Ed Loo Kum Shu.
• The Daily Occidental.
731 Washington St. Published by Horn Hong Co. (F)
(CsHS, copy), 6-11,1900; 8-10,1900·
• Chinese American.
Published in New York City. (LC) 2-3, 1883 (also
NYHS, NYPL).
(NYSL) 1-3, 2-10, 1883; (WHS) 331,1883.
• Chinese News, publ. in Chicago, semi-monthly, 1896 to
1897 (ChiHS) 11-11,1896.
• WaMiSanPo, (Hua-meiHsin-pao) 1898-1900, Los Angeles,
Said to be founded by Ng Poon Chew. Mentioned in first
issue of Chung Sai Yat Po, 2-16, 1900.
• Chinese American Advocate Weekly (Hua-mei Tz.u Pao),
pub!. in Philadelphia, 1892 to ?, bilingual, (Hist. Soc. of
Pennsylvania) 6-30 and 7-7, 1892.
• San Francisco Chinese Daily Evening News (Hua-hsi Shen
Pao), daily, (CHS) 10-12, -13,1883.
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• ChineJeMonthly NI!"cI.'J
(lui-hsiang Hua-yang Hsin Pao), pub!.
in Boston, 1891 (1) to ?, (Essex Institute) 2-1, 1892.
• Chinese American, publ. in Chacgo, semi-monthly, 18931896 (?). (ChiHS»,6-24,
1893.

II.

SAN FRANCISCO NEWSPAPERS IN 20TH CENTURY

• Chung Sai Yat Po.
2-16, 1900. 811 Sacramento 51., S. F. Expanded from
Wa Mi San Po. After earthquake, 7-2, 1906 to 3-28, 1908,
printed in Oakland. (B) 2-16, 1900 to 7-31,1905. (UC)
1-30,1906 to 1-5,1951.
• Chinese World 1906 to 1969. See Man Hing Yat Po
above.
• The Pacific Coast Chinese War Cry.
1900-(?), 815 Sacramento St. Contents: Mostly religious
activities of Chinatown Post of the Salvation Army.
(B) I copy, no date.
• Oriental and Occidental Press.
6-9, 1900 to (?), 535 Clay St., S. F. Contents: English;
to assure Californians of loyalty of Chinese during the
Boxer Rebellion. Ed. and Publ.: Tong King Chong.
• The Chinese Free Press (Tai Tung Yat Bo).
19°2-1925, organ of the Chih-kung Tang (Chinese Free
Masons), 1920 changed name to Chinese Republic Journal (Cbzmg Wah Mill Kock Kung Bo). 1925 changed
Chinese name back to Tai Tung Yat Bo.
• The New Era (Kuo-huan Pao) - Daily.
1907 to 1909, 740 Sacramento Sr., S. F. Mentioned in
Stellman, Founded by Yee Family.
• Cbinese Defender - Monthly, English.
S. F. Public Library has Vol. I, No. 1-12; Vol. II, No. I,
8-1910 to 9-191 I. .
• Chinese Times (Chin-shan Shih Pao) - Daily.
San Francisco, 1924 to present. Pub. Chinese American
Citizens Alliance. First paper founded by Americanborn Chinese.
• Young China - Daily.
San Francisco, 1909 to present. Founded by Dr. Sun
Yat-sen, 1909, weekly; 191O-present, daily.
• Morning Sun (Kung-Lun Shen Pao).
San Francisco, 1929-1933. Organ of the Chih-Kung
Tang (Chinese Free Masons).
• Chinese Nationalist Daily (Kuo Min Yat Po) Jan. 19271960. San Francisco. Official organ of the Kuomintang;
1953 changed name to Chinese Daily Post.
• Free China Daily.
San Francisco, October, 1955 to 1957.
• Chinese Pacific Weekly.
San Francisco, October, 1946 to present.
• China Weekly (Chin-men Ch'iao-pao).
San Francisco, May 1949-1951. Tabloid size newspaper.
• Chinese Digest.
San Francisco. First true Chinese-American newspaper
in the English language, 1935-40. Started as a weekly,
and after a year changed to monthly, then quarterly or
less often.
• Chinese News.
San Francisco. Chinese-American newspaper, 194°-42.
• Chinatown Shopper (Hua-shang Tao-pao).
Weekly, 1948-(?).
• Kung-shang Chou-pao.
Weekly, 1939-(?). Similar to American Shopping News.
• California Chinese Press.
San Francisco. Tabloid size newspaper, 1940-1952. The
name later changed to Chinese Press.
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• East/West
San Francisco. Bi-lingual tabloid, 1<)66-1«)67, pub I. every
10 days; 1«)68 to present, weekly.
• The Truth Weekly (Cheng-yen Pao).
1967 to present. A weekly tabloid of general Chinese
news.
Youth. (Y'ing nien) (ChHS) 1-9 to 5-20, 1941. Initially
publ. biweekly, later monthly. Total 7 issues. Tabloid sized
newspaper, 1 sheet.
• Cbinese Voice (Hua-sheng Pao) 1«)69 to Oct., 1970,
weekly; Oct., 1970 to June, 1972, daily, tabloid-sized
newspaper.
• Dragon Post (Lung Pao) 1970, weekly tabloid.
• Kiu Kwong Pao 1970 to 1974, weekly tabloid.
• Mon War Weekly 1971 to 1972, weekly tabloid.
• Wei-min Pao 197 1 to 1975, monthly tabloid, bilingual.
• Getting Together (T'uan-chieh Pao) 1970 to 1978, biweekly,
tabloid, bilingual.
• People'sNews(JenPao)
1971 to 1973, weekly tabloid.
• San Francisco Journal (Shih-tai Pao) 1972, weekly tabloid;
1983, daily.

THEATRES
When the Chinese theatre presented its first performance in America on October 18, 1852, it did
so in San Francisco (McCabe's Journal, typescript
copy preserved in the Sutro Library). That first
Chinese troupe, the Hong Fook Tong, had 123 performers and gave their opening performance at the
American Theatre on Sansome Street. The prices
ranged from $2.00 to $6.00 per seat. The last performance of that troupe took place on March 23,
1853, at the Chinese Theatre, on Dupont (now
Grant Avenue) Street.
But even before the first troupe had passed its
mid-season, the erection of the first Chinese Theatre building, brought all the way from China to
be assembled in San Francisco, was taking place,
and on December 23, 1852, had its grand opening.
Over the hundred and some years since that
date, Chinese theatres have sprung up in many
Chinatowns in America. Even "road shows" were
held, with traveling troupes making appt;arances in
various small towns, mainly in California, wherever concentrations of Chinese were located. 1
For the entire period of its existence here, the
stage and setting can be said to have varied but
slightly; modern times brought forth some modern conveniences, such as footlights, an occasional
spotlight, a trifle more "luxurious" back-stage area,
etc. There was, however, one major change; females began to appear on stage.
To give an indication of the size of a Chinese
theatre, the San Francisco Chronicle of September
25, 1879, wrote of a new theatre being built: "It is
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a three-story brick building, 92 feet deep, with a
frontage of 52 feet. The height of the ceiling from
the floor in front of the stage is 35 feet. It has an
iron front, a large main gallery in the center of the
auditorium, and two hanging side galleries. Its
seating capacity is to be for 2500 people, and the
total cost of the building when completed ... will
be upward of $ 15,000 (fifteen thousand dollars).
The interior is furnished with plain wooden
benches and no stage scenery. Thirty-five cents is
the price of admission to all parts of the house
except the private boxes, which will be rented at
$4.00 each. The ground floor will be occupied by
stores, and the garret is to be used as a lodginghouse for the actors and other attaches."
The large level floor of the pit, or orchestra, was
always filled with plain wooden benches. Looking
down from the gallery, the main floor of the auditorium would be filled exclusively with mensometimes holding as many as a thousand -sometimes only a few hundred. They all wore black felt
brimmed hats or skull caps, and smoked both
cigars and cigarettes at will.
During the performance, Chinese boys bearing
napkin-covered baskets passed constantly among
the audience, selling mandarin oranges, Chinese
melon seeds, candies, etc. In the early days, even
after the turn of the century, there was a section
of the gallery set aside for women, who were kept
strictly segregated.
The stage of the early theatre was an elevated
platform at the back of the auditorium. An entrance and exit door stood at either wing. The
musicians, who sat on simple three-legged stools,
were placed in the center of the stage behind the
actors - in full view of the audience.
An orchestra is an important part of the theatre.
This is generally composed of the oxhide drummer, a fiddler, a banjoist, a gong player and a cymbalist. The majority of these instruments, while
beautiful, cost but little. The Chinese banjo, for
instance, is a pretty blue snake's skin stretched
over the drum. Cymbals are of hand-hammered
brass, larger than the western type.
[In ancient times music was used not only to
welcome state guests and highlight festivals and
ceremonies, but was also considered an essential
part of the educational system. During the Chou
Dynasty (1122-256 B.c.), there was even a Minister of Music. Music ranked second of the six

